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where she helps individuals who have suffered
from traumatic brain injury to regain their per-
sonal independence both at home and within
the community.

So in conclusion, | am proud to recognize
and honor one of the finest servants of the
29th District of New York, Nancy Kurk. The
years of service she has rendered to the
American Legion Auxiliary and to our local
communities is invaluable, and | commend her
for all of her accomplishments.

——————
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Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is with reluc-
tance that | oppose this legislation. The Presi-
dent and Senator REID worked as hard as
they possibly could to blunt the extreme Re-
publican agenda. As everyone knows, these
spending cuts are before us today because
the Republicans did not hesitate to resort to
the most irresponsible tactics to try to enforce
their radical agenda.

While there are some program cuts | can
support, others harm programs affecting mil-
lions of Americans. | am particularly con-
cerned by the cuts to Community Health Cen-
ters ($600 million from last year's spending
levels), Health Care Facilities and Activities
($338 million), Women and Infant Children
programs ($504 million), Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy programs ($438 million),
Clean Water and Safe Drinking Water State
Revolving funds ($997 million), Climate
Change programs ($49 million), HIV AIDS,
Viral Hepatitis, STD and TB Prevention ($730
million), LIHEAP (Low income energy assist-
ance) ($390 million), U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development ($39 million), Inter-
national Clean Technology Fund ($115 mil-
lion), Highway Construction ($2.5 billion), and
High Speed Rail ($2.9 billion).

For all the effort made, these cuts in funding
do not have any significant impact on the def-
icit. Because of the Republicans’ ideological
blinders, taxes and revenues get no consider-
ation here. The deficit cannot be solved with-
out addressing revenues, and the silence on
this issue from the Republican Party is deaf-
ening.

| also must register my profound objection
to the rider attached in this bill that prohibits
the District of Columbia Government from
funding abortions. By what moral right does
the Republican leadership override unilaterally
the sovereign decisions taken by the govern-
ment and people of the District of Columbia?
This is shameful and deeply offensive and |
hope Congress can find the strength ultimately
to reverse it.

Again, | believe President Obama and Sen-
ator REID did the very best they could under
near-impossible circumstances deliberately en-
gineered by the Republican leadership. Unfor-
tunately, this bill will inflict too big a price on
many programs the American people and our
country need. | must therefore vote against it.
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WILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA
BEING RECOGNIZED AS ‘“AMER-
ICA’S WORLD WAR II CITY”

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 15, 2011

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
pleasure to rise today to pay tribute to the City
of Wilmington, North Carolina, for its remark-
able contributions to the U.S. war efforts dur-
ing World War Il. Its rich World War Il legacy
reminds us not only of its unique and pivotal
role in the war, but also of the honorable dedi-
cation of all North Carolinians during our na-
tion’s time of need. As a reflection of its
unique and pivotal role, and its deep and un-
matched sacrifice, | stand to proclaim that Wil-
mington, North Carolina, should be recognized
as “America’s World War Il City.” In fact, both
the New Hanover County Commissioners and
City Council have proclaimed it so!

During World War 1l, Wilmington was the
country’s unique wartime boomtown, aptly and
officially named “The Defense Capital of the
State.” The once-quiet seaside city, geo-
graphically isolated for decades, suddenly
found itself an exploding center for military life
and defense production.

Wilmington’s wartime efforts were extensive
and honorable. Wilmington based and trained
all five military services—the Air Force at the
Wilmington Airport, the Army at Camp Davis
and Fort Fisher, the Navy at Fort Caswell, the
Coast Guard at Wrightsville Beach, and the
Marine Corps at Camp Lejeune. The North
Carolina Shipbuilding Company of Wilmington,
the state’s largest employer at that time, con-
structed 243 cargo vessels with which to pro-
vide goods and equipment to our soldiers. Ad-
ditionally, Wilmington provided the Atlantic
Coast Line Railroad headquarters, three hous-
ing camps for German prisoners of war, a
major training base for P—47 fighters, defense
industries producing goods and equipment, a
British patrol base, and a shipping point for
Lend Lease supplies to the Allies.

Wilmington’s most important contribution by
far, though, was its dispatch of thousands of
its sons and daughters to fight the enemy.
These New Hanover County men and women
served in uniform, fighting on land, sea, and
air as Navy frogmen, P-51 fighter aces,
Tuskegee airmen, submarine skippers, bomb-
er pilots, Marine riflemen, Army artillerymen,
physicians and nurses, and volunteers of all
sorts. Tragically, 248 Wilmington men bravely
lost their lives as a result of their courageous
efforts to defend America. Two New Hanover
High School graduates received the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor and numerous others
received high decorations for valor, including
Navy Crosses, Distinguished Service Crosses,
and Distinguished Flying Crosses.

Furthermore, Wilmington’s strategic position
made it vulnerable to enemy attack by Ger-
man U-boats, which marauded shipping off
our beaches. In July 1943 a U-boat fired at
the Ethel-Dow chemical plant in Wilmington,
perhaps the only German attack on America.
Wilmington endured this attack, as well as
constant civilian defense restrictions and air
raid drills, including black-outs and dim-outs.
The city’s population more than doubled with
the influx of military personnel, forcing locals
to cope with strain on housing and schools,
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transportation, medical and social services,
law enforcement, and food supply.

Mr. Speaker, Wilmingtonians sacrificed in
every imaginable way when our nation needed
them during World War II. | ask my colleagues
to join me in recognition and appreciation of
Wilmington’s contributions to the U.S. war ef-
fort during World War Il. Now, in the spirit of
that appreciation, let it be known that Wil-
mington, North Carolina, should be recognized
as “America’s World War Il City.”

———

HONORING REVEREND JAMES C.
HARRIS

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 15, 2011

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Reverend James C. Harris, a
great man of God, for his 60 years of service
as the pastor of Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church in
Columbus, Georgia.

James Calvin Harris was born in Lee Coun-
ty, Georgia, on April 7, 1925, to the late Elijah
and Viola Harris. He was the seventh of eight
children and first became a member of St.
Matthew Baptist Church of Lee County, Geor-
gia under the late Rev. Allen A Green. Rev.
Green licensed James Harris into the Christian
ministry on July 9, 1939, and later ordained
him on August 10, 1949.

Rev. Harris served our country in the United
States Navy during World War I, and married
Miss Maggie Jefferson in 1944. He later at-
tended Albany State College (now Albany
State University), and finished his seminary
work at the American Baptist Theological
Seminary in Nashville, Tennessee.

He first became a pastor at New Point Bap-
tist Church in Arlington, Georgia, and
preached at six other churches before finding
his home at Mt. Pilgrim in 1951. Throughout
his tenure, Mt. Pilgrim has become more in-
volved in the community because of Rev Har-
ris’ belief that the church and its congregation
have a responsibility to be there for those in
the community who are less fortunate or
downtrodden.

In 1985, he received the Best Congress
Award for excellence in execution of the Pro-
gram of Christian Education Department from
the National Baptist Convention’s Sunday
School Publishing Board—the highest award
in the field of Christian Education. In 1991, he
received the Sergeant Major Award for spir-
itual personnel at Fort Benning, GA, and in
2004, the National Baptist Convention again
recognized him with the Service Award for his
50 years of service as a pastor to the same
church.

There is a reason Reverend Harris is known
as the “sharing minister.” Because of his dedi-
cation to serving the community, Mt. Pilgrim is
known as the caring and sharing church. He
has always been available to mentor young
ministers trying to find their way, providing
guidance and direction whenever needed.

Under Rev. Harris’ leadership, the outreach
ministries he created have helped establish a
Baptist Church in Camp Long, Korea, a jail-
house ministry at the Muscogee County Jail in
Columbus, and several Christian education
programs. By reaching out to those in need
and comforting those who are suffering, the
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